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A waning 
public role 
for Jared 
Kushner 


President’s son-in-law 
goes behind the scenes 
as Russia worries mount 


BY ASHLEY PARKER 


A month ago, Jared Kushner — 
President Trump’s son-in-law and 
senior adviser — made a surprise 
trip to Riyadh to meet with Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman, the son of a world leader 
who is making waves with crack- 
downs and modernization ef- 
forts. 

Kushner, 36, flew commercial, 
and the White House only an- 
nounced the visit once he was 
already on the ground. There 
were no news releases touting the 
specifics of his meetings, which 
included two days of one-on-one 
and small private audiences with 
Salman, 32. White House officials 
said the trip was part of Kushner’s 
effort as Trump’s adviser to build 
regional support for peace be- 
tween Israelis and Palestinians. 

Just days after Kushner landed 
back in Washington, Salman 
launched a purge of allegedly 
corrupt Saudi officials also seen 
as rivals to the prince and his 
father, King Salman. Kushner had 
no knowledge or advance warn- 
ing of the move, and the topic was 
not natural for the two to discuss, 
a White House official close to 
him said. “Jared’s portfolio is 
Israeli-Palestinian peace, and he 
respects what his lane is,” the 
official said. 

The journey revealed Kushner 
as a figure who seems both near 
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Talk of benefits: GOP pushes tax 
plan, hopes for later popularity. A4 


Dan Balz: Trump has unilaterally 
changed the direction of policy. A2 


D.C. smokers 
and midnight 
tokers often 
are growers 


BY STEVE HENDRIX 


In the District, closet smokers 
are becoming closet growers. And 
basement growers. And attic 
growers. And on a recent Satur- 
day, several hundred of them 
showed up at a specialty store in 
search of something to grow. 

It was a free “clone share” at 
Good Hope Hydroponics in South- 
east Washington, and the line 
threading around the block wait- 
ing for the ready-to-root plantings 
showed how many people are cul- 
tivating their own marijuana in 
the nation’s capital. From young 
tokers to elderly first-timers to 
avid gardeners, the grow-your- 
own scene has bloomed since it 
became legal in 2015 to keep as 
many as six plants at home. Some 
get into the technique. Others are 
patients looking for cheaper alter- 
natives to the medical dispensa- 
ries, which charge premium pric- 
es for medicinal marijuana not 
covered by insurance. Some ap- 
parently just got bored with toma- 
toes. 

“Interest has really spiked,” said 
Good Hope owner Chris Wash- 
burn, guiding the crowd amid 
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On elitists, 
‘crybabies’ and 
‘junky degrees 


A Trump backer details conservatives’ anger 
at American universities and their students 


CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN/THE WASHINGTON POST 


TOP: The campus of Arizona State University in Tempe, 
Ariz. ABOVE: Frank Antenori, a former Green Beret and 
Arizona legislator, stands for a portrait outside the 
Walter E. Washington Convention Center in the District. 


BY KEVIN SULLIVAN AND MARY JORDAN 


BONNIE JO MOUNT/THE WASHINGTON POST 


IN COCHISE, ARIZONA 


Frank Antenori shot the head off a rattlesnake at 
his back door last summer — a deadeye pistol blast 
from 20 feet. No college professor taught him that. 
The U.S. Army trained him, as a marksman and a 
medic, on the “two-way rifle range” of Afghanistan 


and Iraq. 


Useful skills. Smart return on taxpayers’ invest- 
ment. Not like the waste he sees at too many 
colleges and universities, where he says liberal 
professors teach “ridiculous” classes and indoctri- 


THE FORGOTTEN 
THE ISSUES AT 
THE HEART OF 
TRUMP’S AMERICA 


nate students “who hang out 
and protest all day long and cry 
on our dime.” 

“Why does a kid go to a 
Major university these days?” 
said Antenori, 51, a former 


Green Beret who served in the Arizona state 
legislature. “A lot of Republicans would say they go 
there to get brainwashed and learn how to become 
activists and basically go out in the world and 


cause trouble.” 


Antenori is part of an increasingly vocal cam- 
paign to transform American higher education. 
Although U.S. universities are envied around the 
world, he and other conservatives want to reduce 
the flow of government money to what they see as 
elitist, politically correct institutions that often fail 


to provide practical skills for the job market. 


To the alarm of many educators, nearly every 
state has cut funding to public colleges and univer- 
sities since the 2008 financial crisis. Adjusting for 
inflation, states spent $5.7 billion less on public 
higher education last year than in 2008, even 
though they were educating more than 800,000 
additional students, according to the State Higher 


Education Executive Officers Association. 
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Egypt 
strikes 
back at 
militants 
MOSQUE MASSACRE 


TOLL SURPASSES 300 


Attackers shot at fallen 
who were still breathing 


BY LOUISA LOVELUCK 
AND HEBA FAROUK MAHFOUZ 


CAIRO — Egypt’s security forces 
were on high alert Saturday after 
striking back at militants whose 
massacre of more than 300 people 
at a Sinai mosque raised fears of a 
new and bloodier phase in the 
country’s struggle against Islamist 
insurgents. 

Egypt’s state-run Information 
Service tried to portray Friday’s 
carnage — at least 305 dead, or 
about quarter of the male popula- 
tion of the village of Rawda — asa 
sign of “weakness, despair and 
collapse” among militants opting 
for easy civilian targets rather 
than hitting heavily armed secu- 
rity forces as in the past. 

But the level of coordination 
and precision by the attackers 
gave no obvious suggestions of a 
struggling force in an area where 
Islamic State-inspired groups 
have gained a key foothold. 

The assault on a mosque — a 
rarity in Egypt — also raised con- 
cerns over increasing threats to 
the country’s minorities, includ- 
ing the Sufi Muslim community 
hit Friday. 

Survivors and officials de- 
scribed five pickup trucks carry- 
ing up to 30 gunmen — some of 
them masked — converging on 
al-Rawda mosque as the imam 
began his sermon. Some worship- 
ers died in a suicide blast; others 
were gunned down as_ they 
ran. The attackers would later 
walk among the fallen, 27 of them 
children, shooting those who ap- 
peared to be breathing. 

Eyewitnesses said that some 
had carried a black flag that local 
residents recognized as belonging 
to the State of Sinai, a local Islamic 
State affiliate that has remained 
largely intact even as the Islamic 
State has lost its strongholds in 
Iraq and Syria. 

By the time the attackers left, 
there were so many bodies on the 
ground that a fleet of ambulances 
couldn’t hold them, said a local 
resident, Muhamed Khalil, 25. In- 
stead, the bodies were piled high 
in pickup trucks and in the trunks 
of private cars. 

Although no group has claimed 
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Ovechkin and Putin? Is complicated. 


BY RICK MAESE, 
ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN 
AND ANDREW ROTH 


or more than a dozen years, 

Alex Ovechkin has skated 

between two worlds: his 
country of birth and his profes- 
sional home. Hes beloved, 
cheered and revered in both. 

He regularly has tried to ap- 
pease supporters in these dispa- 
rate homes, making his living 
playing hockey in the United 
States capital while spending 
much of his offseason in Russia’s. 
And while the hockey star has 
never hidden his affection for 


Capitals star says support 
for Russian president 
is nothing political 


Vladimir Putin, Ovechkin this 
month raised the stakes consider- 
ably, announcing on his Insta- 
gram account that he was orga- 
nizing a movement to support the 
Russian president. 

“Today, I want to announce a 
social movement in the name of 
PutinTeam,” Ovechkin wrote in 
the post, accompanied by a photo 


of Ovechkin being embraced by 
the Russian leader. “Be a part of 
this team — to me it’s a privilege, 
it’s like the feeling of when you 
put on the jersey of the Russian 
team, knowing that the whole 
country is rooting for you.” 
Ovechkin ended the post with the 
hashtag #putinteam. 

Ovechkin now finds himself 
awkwardly in the middle of a 
geopolitical maelstrom — per- 
haps by his own doing — tugged 
in multiple directions, just as he 
has been for much of his extraor- 
dinary career. 

He has given an unwavering 
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JOHN MCDONNELL/THE WASHINGTON POST 


Alex Ovechkin is the captain of the Washington Capitals 
as well as an icon back home in Russia. He often expresses 
his unwavering endorsement of President Vladimir Putin. 
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